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ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
Beloit Public Library – 9:30 am 

 

 

Chair Joe Davies called the meeting to order at 9:38 am. The following roll call was taken:  
 
Present:  Lisa Ahler (Genoa City), Walter Burkhalter (Fontana), Joe Davies (Burlington), Mollie 

Hein (Sharon), Heather Kinkade  (Waterford), Emily Kornak (Lake Geneva), Jessica 
MacPhail (Racine), Anita O’Brien (Delavan), Chad Robinson (Elkhorn), Lisa Selje 
(Elkhorn), Joy Schnupp (Williams Bay), Bobbi Sorrentino (Walworth), David Dowling, 
Vicki Keith, Brad Hudson, Jim Novy, Steve Ohs and Janice Martin 

 
Excused: Jeff Gartman (East Troy), Katie Hanson (Union Grove), Jeannine Heskett (Darien), Mary 

Stapleton (Rochester), Laurie Kant-Hull (LLS Board Liaison) 
 

Guests: Steve Platteter (ALS) 
 

AGENDA & MINUTES   
 

S. Ohs asked that an update on “Fandom” be put under Unfinished Business.  With this change, 
E. Kornak moved and B. Sorrentino seconded to approve the agenda.  All were in favor and the motion 
carried.  J. MacPhail moved and J. Schnupp seconded to approve the minutes of May 7.  All were in 
favor and the motion carried. 
 

REPORT FROM LLS BOARD 
 

The Board met on May 21 and has approved the agreement between LLS and SWLS for IT services 
along with the agreement between LLS and ALS for IT services.  The Board approved the use of sick 
time earned for compensation during Steve’s paternity time off request.  The next meeting will be held 
July 16. 
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

With the approved agreements, LLS is purchasing and processing the necessary equipment for the 
collaborative projects with ALS and SWLS.  LLS IT staff is working on network improvements. 
 
The WPLC Steering Committee recommends an increase of 5% to the Overdrive budget for 2020.  This 
amounts to roughly a $700 increase for the LLS libraries.   
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Chad Robinson, Melissa Donaldson and Rebecca Leannah provided an update on the progress of the 
Fandom event planned for November 7, 2020.  The event will be held at Memorial Hall in Racine.  The 
planning is going very well, and the early budget estimate is $5,000.  There is a Facebook page 
available for those interested in getting more information.  Steve Ohs noted that the Marketing and PR 
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Task Force will probably get involved.  The next meeting will be August 21 in Racine.  They hope to get 
into Memorial Hall for another look around.   
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 
For those who are interested in comparing wages, W. Burkhalter has sent out a copy of DPI’s 
spreadsheet with salary information from 2017 annual reports.  Walter cautioned that some areas of the 
State of Wisconsin have generally higher wages while other areas have a much lower wage scale in 
general. 
 
There has been an increase of items damaged in transit due to water.  It was noted that there have 
been a number of storms lately that make it nearly impossible to keep every item dry while being 
transported from the van to the libraries. 
 
With the recent news headlines concerning the increase in the measles outbreak, there was a 
discussion on whether libraries have any pandemic response policies.  ALA has pandemic policy 
resources that can be accessed through their website (http://www.ala.org/tools/atoz/pandemic-
preparedness).  In addition, libraries are encouraged to follow their municipal and county health 
department recommendations.  Steve will try to put together regional information that may be available.  
In general, libraries should have a first aid kit, gloves and masks available.   
 

TECHNOLOGY REPORT 
 

J. Novy reported that LLS staff is looking at the back-up process and looking for a more standard 
approach for the libraries.  LLS IT staff could test some information out with the libraries.  Jim noted that 
we are passing into construction season and fiber cuts may take place.  As a reminder, the SHARE 
critical support number is 262-757-8099.   
 
LLS has a grant to improve wireless connections.  If any library wants to check into that, they should 
contact the IT staff.  The grants expire at the end of August. 
 
Jim reported that LLS staff have started cutting the ALS libraries over to our Wide Area Network. 
 

OTHER REPORTS 
 
The Marketing and PR Task Force has met and are working on a collaborative plan with Bridges 
Library System and Milwaukee County Library System.  This is a fall advertising plan with billboards, 
radio ads and social media advertising.  They hope to increase card holders and increase circulation 
during that time period.  The Marketing and PR Task Force is considering earmarking up to $5,000 of 
the $10,000 budget for this collaborative plan. 
 
Stroywagon is ready to start next week. 
 
The Adult Programming Task Force met on May 21.  Their report was discussed earlier under 
Unfinished Business. 
 
As discussed earlier, the WPLC Steering Committee has recommended an increase of 5% to the 
Overdrive budget. 
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LEGISLATIVE 
 
The Governor has proposed a $2.5 million increase in the first year of the budget and $4 million in the 
second year for library systems.  The Joint Finance Committee is looking at maintaining the current 
budget which was increased $1 million over the previous amount. 
 

OTHER MATTERS 
 
Walter asked what the policy is at other libraries concerning bringing pets into the building.  Many of the 
other library directors allow dogs in to their libraries.  Legally, “is that a service dog?” and “what is the 
dog trained to help you with?” are the only questions that can be asked of a patron bringing a dog into 
the building.  The dog also should be on a leash. 
 

LIBRARY REPORTS  
 
Joy Schnupp reported that Williams Bay is officially done with construction.  There are a few details that 
need to be finished up. 
 
Congratulations were given to Heather Kinkade as she starts her position as director of Waterford 
Public Library and to Mollie Hein who takes over as the director of Brigham Library in Sharon. 
 
Emily Kornak reported that the Lake Geneva Library is having a tie-in with Restaurant Week on 
Saturday afternoon beginning at 2 p.m. 
 
Walter Burkhalter reported that Fontana’s frog statute still does not have a name chosen. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:02 am.  
 

UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE: 

LAC and SHARE: July 2, 2019, 9:30 am – Burlington 

Board Meeting: July 16, 2019, 6:30 pm – LLS office 

LAC and SHARE: August 6, 2019, 9:30 am – Kenosha – Southwest Branch 

LAC and SHARE: September 3, 2019, 9:30 am – Racine 

Board Meeting: September 17, 2019, 6:30 pm – LLS office 

LAC and SHARE: October 1, 2019, 9:30 am – Lake Geneva 

LAC and SHARE: November 5, 2019, 9:30 am – Elkhorn 

Board Meeting: November 19, 2019, 6:30 pm – LLS office 

LAC and SHARE: December 3, 2019, 9:30 am – Elkhorn 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Janice Martin, Recording Secretary 


